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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Emotion and Passion Thro ugh Sign Language

As a performing arts sigo-language
merpreter, [ sas deligited by Dawvid
Gundersan®s “Breaking * Fences for
the Dissbled™ [op—ed. Aug. 27], and |
was afverly amazed to- read the
follow—up Frees for All peece by Sigrid
and Vint Cerf [“Theater for Every-
ooe.” Sept. 4.

No one (inciuding mmyself}) could
argoe that closed captioning of [hee
periormmances would provide the hear-
ing mmpaired with the words that are
being =aid or suog from the stage.
Unfortunateiy, such captioming does
oot mpture the feeling., expressian,
emotion (and, especially i music, the
rh¥thm) of what s happemng on
stage. Since 1581 1 have interpreted
more than 1L.300 ! pericrrmances
throwghou: the Washington ares and
bundreds more throughout the Unit-
ed States. [ have interprered ewvery-
theng from rap and country-swing o
gospei, jolk, rock-and-roil and opera.
In each instance, the music cails for
an interpretation that the words alone
smply cannol provds.

] am . amazed that the Cerfs, who
are themseives heariag impaired and
are iwowolved n a3 closed-captwoning
projece, would make disparaging com-
ments aboat “discracting .. . sign-
langmpe interpreters.™ | hzue Spaken
with hundreds of hean.n-g—:.rnp.a.:red
and heanng peopie following various
performances who hawe told me that
periorming-interpreting was anvthing
but disiracting and, in fact, added to
the total performance.

When theaterpoers everywhere
will =it in auditoriwms and listen as
aclors and smpagers Tead the words of
the scmipt or music with the same
bland complacency and lack aof emo-
tion and passion as closed capticning

provides, then doased {.-apsmm.ng will

be appropriate o0 ool expressing any.,

feshng, emotion or rhythm. Upeil
then, owur society might be betlter
served in welcomong the estimated 20
miilson  deal and hearing-umpasred
Americans inlo our theaters and con-
cert halls by prowviding performance.
sign-language icterpreters who bruly
do have a definite and importaol roke
for amfiescrs averywhers,
BARRY NICKELSBERG
Adexandrix

-

Dawvid Guodersan’s op-ed hits the
nail Aranly on the bead.

As the producer and pramaorter of a
owmber of crmcerts throughout the
Washinguon area, | have always had 2
performung arts sgn-language inter-
preter on slage right along with the
other artists. The Interpretmg s ep-
loyed as much by the besricg audi-
ence as it i3 by the deaf audience, and
few people {including the performers
themssives) findthe sign-l=npuape o
terpretation on stage distracting. To
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Who Owns Whom?

In his arucle =“The Big
Sqoeeza™ [Cutlook, Sepr. 12],
Vice President Al Gore talks
aboul ctizens as “customers
af the government.”
| Would sameone phlease Te- {
mund him that we are “owm-
ers.” Big differenca. .

ELIZABETH GASTON
Alexandria

the oontrary, people find thar the
sign-language intErpretstion adds o
he toral performmance

We have never seg zsudc special
seating for the deaf becouss we have
bern tald by members of the deaf -
commumnity that thus 1= a forma o
segregauon. Rather, we alow
to =it wherewsr they wish, and apdi=
ence members are then al part of omes .
EToup enjoying the show.

What concerns me is not that br, -
Gundersoa was corTect abowut the seg-
regapon of cemamn perfocrmances Lo
Dallas, bot that so many perfoming
institunions. in the -Washinguon ares
foliow the same kind of segregstion -
amd sizr that sSIgmlanmoops DImer—-
preters work from a seal in the sgudi-
ence instead af bemg on the stage
where they belong. Such action ondy
alenates the deal communsty, which
allows the manzpgers of those venues
Lo jastify their actions by sayming, 71 he
deaf don't come here anyway.” -

When performances are foly ac- .
cessible and the sign-language mter- |

_ PreleTs are on stage., the deaf com-

TESDORAS by . purchasing
and enoving the show every
bit as mech 35 the heaning audience. .

lhopedza.:t.bema.nage:’snflbe-
aters and concert halls across the
naticn will hear what Mr. Guodersan.
has said, and 1 hope that “they meighr .
learn from the example that I—akong
with many othere—have sei and put
sign-language inlerpreters oo sage.
We shooid reach oot 1o the deaf
cormununty, which bas ewvery bt as
much right - amd zhlln:y 1o . parchase

MUY
tuckers

. tickets and enjoy pe.:fnrm:a-nmsa.s the

‘]ez"nrg
JAMES L. ARNOLD

Marco Isiand, Fla.



