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NS HONS:
Hand Jive

“Ising with my hands,” savs
Barry Nickelsberg.

Come again?

"l use sign language as an
art form,” the animared
Virginman explains, describ-
ing how he manually incer-
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for the deaf,

A burtoned-down Wash
ington area fund-raiser by
day, Nickelsberg leads a split
life: "When I'm on stage, |
become a whole different
person . . . a dancer, fluid
Otfstage, it's a different
seory: T make Gerry Ford
lock like Baryshnikoy, "

Nickelsberg first learned
language om a lark some
20 vears ago. Then one day
while still a novice signer, he
heard Arecha Franklin on the
car radio —"R-E-5-P- T
don’t know what it means to
me” — and por inspired. 71
thought, I 1 could just sign
1t as fast as she sings i
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Hundreds of rehearsals

lurer, he conld “sing along

with mose of By Faverate
sonps But anether sesen

vears would pass belure e

onhd bomg Tis et 1o 1l

stagie appearing b bore

“simger” Barey Nickehiberg, of
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L dee et thind e,

L ODO peaple ara DO folk
concert with Arlo Guthrie
and Peae Seeper, T was so
nervons Drhoughe 1'd die "
Mickelshierg recalls.

Since then he Das sipned

all ks of misie even

{MARYLAND TRAVEL GUIDE ‘e

rap. Deal concercgoers flock
tohis shows, the only time
many of them gec to “hear”
music. He is a show unto
himsell, boogving 10 the
beat, his face and feer
interpreting as much as his
hands.

Nickelsherg's heavy
schedule includes 80 shows a
vear and four hours of
practice daily. He normally
makes £300 to §1.000 per
appearance, bur performs for
{ree ar charniey shows, like
next month's Red Cross
Waterfront Festival in
Alexandria, Va.

A few musicians bristle at
Nickelsberg's somerimes
upstaging presence, bur
others “love having me on
stage. There is an energy
flow, They are inspired and 1
am mspired.” Also inspired
if\ dIH IJH“'I'IE;N—}' ﬂl['[l”lill\'t‘r
Ray Schunitt. Look for Nick-
tlsberp in Schmirt's “Music
and the Deafl ™ on Maryland
Public Television later chis
year

Maureen P, Wall



